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SUBJECT: MULTI-RACIAL CONFERENCE PLANS COORDINATED POLITICAL 
ACTIVITY 

SUMMARY: A MULTI RACIAL POLITICAL PLANNING GROUP WHOSE 
PRINCIPAL, IF NOT SOLE PURPOSE, IS OPPOSITION TO 
NATIONALIST GOVERNMENT RACIAL POLICIES CONVENED IN 
JOHANNESBURG THIS PAST WEEKEND (DEC 3,4). CONSENSUS 
FROM THE MEETING WAS CLEARLY THAT PEOPLE OF ALL RACES 
MUST COORDINATE THEIR OPPOSITION, EVEN IN THE FACE OF 
RESTRICTIVE LEGISLATION THAT PROHIBITS MULTI-RACIAL 
POLITICAL GROUPINGS. END SUMMARY. 

1 . RESPONDING TO A CALL INITIALLY MADE BY THE OPPOSITION 
PROGRESSIVE REFORM PARTY. REPRESENTATIVES OF MANY LEADING 
RACIAL GROUPS, INCLUDING GATSHA AND MANAS BUTHELEZI, COLIN 
EGLIN, HELEN SUZMAN, AND SOME MEMBERS OF THE UNITED PARTY, 
MET TO DISCUSS WAYS OF COORDINATING OPPOSITION TO 
NATIONALIST RACIAL POLICIES THIS WEEKEND. 

2. ACCORDING TO REPORTS, INKATHA LEADER GATSHA BUTHELEZI 
EMERGED AS THE MOST AGGRESSIVE OF THE DIFFERENT SPOKESMEN, 
ADVOCATING ACTION BETWEEN WHITES AND BLACKS ACROSS A WIDE 
FRONT OF POLITICAL ACTIVITY, INCLUDING THE DEFIANCE OF 
LAWS THAT ARE DEEMED "IMPROPER INTERFERENCE." HE ALSO 
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THROUGH WHICH THE VARIOUS POLITICAL ENTITIES COULD 
"POOL THINKING ON POLICY ALTERNATIVES." 

3. WHILE MOST WHTE DELEGATES WOULD NOT COMMIT 
THEMSELVES TO SUPPORT LAW-BREAKING, MANY APPEARED RE- 
CEPTIVE TO POLITICAL COORDINATION, AT LEAST IN THE REALM 
OF POLICY. DELEGATES REPRESENTING WHITE POLITICAL GROUPS 
WERE NOTABLY CAUTIOUS AS THE CONFERENCE WAS TREADING 
FINE LINE IN TERMS OF LEGALITY. 

4. A SOURCE PRESENT AT MANY OF THE DISCUSSION, PROF. 

JOHN DUGARD, WAS SOMEWHAT PESSIMISTIC ABOUT THE PURPOSE 
AND/OR PROBABLE SUCCESS OF THE CONFERENCE. HE 
OPINED THAT AS LONG AS THEY WERE CAREFUL, THE GOVERNENT COULD 
PROBABLY NOT STEP IN TO APPLY THE PROHIBITION OF POLITICAL 
INTERFERENCE ACT, A LAW DESIGNED TO PREVENT MULTIRACIAL 
POLITICAL GROUPINGS. HOWEVER, PROF DUGARD WAS NOT 
SURE THAT BLACK POLITICAL GROUPS WOULD PLACE THEIR CON- 
FIDENCE IN SUCH POLITICAL ACTIVITY, MAKING PARTICULAR 
REFERENCE TO THE STUDENTS, AND NOTED THAT MANAS BUTHELEZI 
HAD NOT ENCOURAGED WHITE PARTICIPANTS TO EXPECT BLACKS TO 
SUPPORT THIS TYPE OF ACTIVITY WITHOUT ACCOMPANYING 
MEANINGFUL ACTIONS ON THEIR PART. 
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